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Faribault Middle School 2018-2019

Never give up on what you really want to do. The percon
with big dreams ic more powerful than the one with
all the facts.

- Albert Eingtein

Your middle school years should be filled with opportunity and preparation.
We strive to provide classes that give you a solid base of knowledge as
well as the chance to explore other classes that will open doors of
opportunities for years to come. We also strive to provide you with a safe
and welcoming environment. We work hard at these goals each and every
day.

The entire staff at FMS promises to do our best to give you the skills to
prepare yourself for life. We also ask that you commit to doing your best
and to work as a team to make this year a year to remember. Be creative,
take charge, be a positive leader, dream big, and enjoy the experience of
Faribault Middle School.

Have a great year.
Mr. Meihak
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Faribault Public Schools strives to empower, engage, and energize all
District Mission students through its commitment to a quality education and creating
Statement an effective learning environment for all students.
FMS Mission A journey in life-long learning.
Statement

FMS STUDENT AND PARENT HANDBOOK

The policies and practices contained in this handbook are designed to help students maintain
an academic focus and create a clear understanding of FMS expectations. Each student and
parent/guardian is responsible for understanding the contents of this handbook.

A complete copy of the fiRules, Regulations and Procedural Code of the District 656 Public
School K-120 document is available in the school district administrative office located at 710 17"
Street SW, Faribault, MN, as well as on the district website at www.faribault.k12.mn.us. This
student and parent handbook and its contents were approved by the ISD 656 school board.
This handbook may be changed or amended during the school year. Please contact
administration with any questions.

FMS prides itself on being an Exemplary Middle School.

Research from the Association of Middle Level Educators (AMLE) has shown that exemplary
middle level programs focus on the following characteristics:

Developmentally responsive: Using the distinctive nature of young adolescents as the
foundation upon which all decisions about school organization, policies, curriculum, instruction,
and assessment are made.

Challenging: Ensuring that every student learns and every member of the learning community
is held to high expectations.

Empowering: Providing all students with the knowledge and skills they need to take
responsibility for their lives, to address life's challenges, to function successfully at all levels of
society, and to be creators of knowledge.

Equitable: Advocating for and ensuring every student's right to learn and providing
appropriately challenging and relevant learning opportunities for every student.


http://www.faribault.k12.mn.us/
http://www.faribault.k12.mn.us/
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English

If you do not understand the information presented to you in this notice, please
contact the ESL instructor through the main office of your child’s school.
Interpreter services can be provided for you.

Spanish

SI NO COMPRENDE LA INFORMACION PRESENTADA EN ESTE AVISO,
HAGA EL FAVOR DE PONER SE EN CONTACTO CON LA INSTRUCTORA DE
“INGLES COMO SEGUNDA LENGUA” A TRAVES DE LA OFICINA PRINCIPAL
DE LA ESCUELA DE SU HIJO/A. SERVICIOS DE INTERPRETES LES SERAN
FACILITADOS.

Waalidiinta
Haddii aadan fanmin akhbaartan, ku saabsan xaaladda ardaga fadlan la xiriir,

dugsiga carurtadu dhigato, amma macalink (ESL) Dugsiga Ayan ku diyaarinayo
turjubaan wax ku fasiro

Nuer

Mi ci laari lin rey go2ara neme, jin we k& laat tin |2t k& ESL, ke duop maktapa duel
gor ka gaan. Ba luuc thuok riali k& ka kuii du.

Cambodian

e st RS oses{Ah & gau a3
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Faribault Middle School Weekly Bell Schedule

Monday, Tuesday, Friday (7 period Day Schedule)

Grade 8

Grade 6

Grade 7

7:50 - 8:38 (48) 1st Hour

7:50 - 8:38 (48) 1st Hour

7:50 - 8:38 (48) 1st Hour

8:42 - 9:02 Advisory

8:42 - 9:02 Advisory

8:42 - 9:02 Advisory

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

9:06 - 9:54 (48) 2nd Hour

9:06 - 9:54 (48) 2nd Hour

9:06 - 9:54 (48) 2nd Hour

9:58 - 10:46 (48) 3rd Hour

9:58 - 10:46 (48) 3rd Hour

9:58 - 10:46 (48) 3rd Hour

10:50 - 11:38 (48) 4th Hour

10:50 - 11:16 (26) A Lunch

10:50 - 11:38 (48) 4th Hour

11:42 - 12:30 (48) 5th Hour

11:20 - 12:08 (48) 4th Hour

11:42 - 12:08 (26) B Lunch

12:34 - 1:00 (26) C Lunch

12:12 - 1:00 (48) 5th Hour

12:12 - 1:00 (48) 5th Hour

1:04 - 1:52 (48) 6th Hour

1:04 - 1:52 (48) 6th Hour

1:04 - 1:52 (48) 6th Hour

1:56 - 2:44 (48) 7th Hour

1:56 - 2:44 (48) 7th Hour

1:56 - 2:44 (48) 7th Hour

Wednesday Block Schedule (ODD period da

y Schedule)

Grade 8

Grade 6

Grade 7

7:50 - 9:23 (93) 1st Hour

7:50 - 9:23 (93) 1st Hour

7:50 - 9:23 (93) 1st Hour

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

9:27 - 11:00 (93) 3rd Hour

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast
9:27 - 11:00 (93) 3rd Hour

9:27 - 11:00 (93) 3rd Hour

11:04 - 12:37 (93) 5th Hour

11:04 - 11:30 (26) A Lunch

11:03-11:26 (23) or 11:03-12:11 (68) 5th Hour

Lunch: 11:30-11:55 (25) B1 or 12:15 12:40 (25) B2

11:34 - 1:07 (93) 5th Hour

11:58-1: 07 (68) or 12:44-1: 07 (23) 5th Hour

12:41 - 1:07 (26) C Lunch

1:11 - 2:44 (93) 7th Hour

1:11 - 2:44 (93) 7th Hour

1:11 - 2:44 (93) 7th Hour

Thursday Block Schedule (EVEN period day Schedule)

Grade 8

Grade 6

Grade 7

7:50 - 9:23 (93) 2nd Hour

7:50 - 9:23 (93) 2nd Hour

7:50 - 9:23 (93) 2nd Hour

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

8:38 - 8:58 SC Breakfast

9:27 - 11:00 (93) 4th Hour

9:27 - 11:00 (93) 4th Hour

9:27 - 11:00 (93) 4th Hour

11:04 - 12:37 (93) 6th Hour

11:04 - 11:30 (26) A Lunch

11:03-11:26 (23) or 11:03-12:11 (68) 6th Hour

11:34 - 1:07 (93) 6th Hour

Lunch: 11:30-11:55 (25) B1 or 12:15 12:40 (25) B2

| 1:11 - 2:44 (93) Academic Seminar |

11:59-1: 07 (68) or 12:44-1: 07 (23) 6th Hour

12:41 - 1:07 (26) C Lunch

1:11 - 2:44 (93) Academic Seminar

1:11 - 2:44 (93) Academic Seminar
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Faribault Middle School Bell Schedule

Late Start Schedule (7 period Day Schedule)

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

9:50 - 10:24 (34) 1st Hour

9:50 - 10:24 (34) 1st Hour

9:50 - 10:24 (34) 1st Hour

10:28 - 11:02 (34) 2nd Hour

10:28 - 11:02 (34) 2nd Hour

10:28 - 11:02 (34) 2nd Hour

11:06 - 11:32 (26) A Lunch

11:06 - 11:40 (34) 3rd Hour

11:06 - 11:40 (34) 3rd Hour

11:36 - 12:10 (34) 3rd Hour

11:44 - 12:10 (26) B Lunch

11:44 - 12:18 (34) 4th Hour

12:14 - 12:48 (34) 4th Hour

12:14 - 12:48 (34) 4th Hour

12:22 - 12:48 (26) C Lunch

12:52 - 1:26 (34) 5th Hour

12:52 - 1:26 (34) 5th Hour

12:52 - 1:26 (34) 5th Hour

1:30 - 2:04 (34) 6th Hour

1:30 - 2:04 (34) 6th Hour

1:30 - 2:04 (34) 6th Hour

2:08 - 2:44 (36) 7th Hour

2:08 - 2:44 (36) 7th Hour

2:08 - 2:44 (36) 7th Hour

Middle School Organization

The Principal is in charge of the overall operation of the middle school. The principal supervises
the teachers, counselors, and all other staff in the building. The Assistant Principal assists the
principal in the overall operation of the building. Some of the specific responsibilities of the
Assistant Principal include overseeing registration of courses, disciplinary actions, and special
education services. The student services team is made up of counselors, social worker,

behavior interventionist, cultural liaisons, nurse, and police liaison.

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES: Student support services are designed to assist all students
in the development of lifelong interpersonal skills, achievement, wellness, readiness, school
adjustment, career development and goal setting. The middle school counseling and social work
programs provide developmental as well as proactive, preventive and remedial services. Its
purpose is to empower all learners to lead satisfying and productive lives by assisting them in
acquiring competencies in the educational, career, personal and social domains. Early
adolescent years can be a confusing time not only for the child, but also for the parents. You are
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encouraged to call our Student Support Services, counselors or social worker, if you have any
questions regarding your son's or daughter's development during the middle school years.

Attendance

The habit of daily attendance helps your child see that school is important. School attendance
laws of the State of Minnesota require that children must attend school regularly. The only
excused absence from school is for student iliness, a death in the family, appointments, court
appearances and religious observances. (For full list please see Student Attendance Policy No.
503) When your child is absent from school, please remember to call us (when your child
remains home for illness or will be coming late due to an appointment). Messages can be left
on our 24 hour voicemail any time of the day or night. If your child is absent, follow one of the
procedures below:

1. For iliness and/or unexpected absences, parents or guardians should call before 7:50
a.m. every day the student is absent. Please call (507) 333-6302.

2. The student must report to the office upon returning from an absence, unless the

parent has contacted the school and the absence is excused.

Requests for make-up work should be directed to the attendance office or teachers.

4. Pre-arranged absences should be communicated by written parental note or
advance phone call.

g

Students are considered tardy and must report to the office for a pass if, for any reason, they
arrive at school after the 7:50 a.m. bell. At the conclusion of the first period of the day, tardies
become unexcused absences. Unexcused absences include staying home to take care of
siblings, missing the bus, sleeping in, and refusing to go to school.

TRUANCY: A parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of a child at school
pursuant to Minnesota Statute section 120A.22. Parents or guardians who fail to meet this
obligation may be subject to prosecution under section 120A.34. There may be alternative
educational programs and services available in the district for your child. You have the right to
meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss solutions to your child's truancy. Students are
considered “continuing truant” if a student has three unexcused absences. A letter will be
sent to the parent explaining to them that they are in violation of mandatory attendance laws.
Students are considered “habitual truants” if the child has seven unexcused absences.

An Educational Neglect Report will be filed with the Rice County Social Service Office.
Excessive excused absences are also a concern. The school may require further verification to
excuse excessive or unusual absences. Please see school board policy 503 for further
information.
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LEAVING DURING THE SCHOOL DAY

If students become ill in school, see the school nurse. She must approve requests to leave the
building.

A pass to leave school will be issued at the required time. Parents or guardians will come
into the building to sign out their child for any early release and the student will sign
themselves back in.

BUILDING HOURS Students are not to be in the building prior to 7:40 a.m. unless they have a
pass to see a teacher, they are eating breakfast in the cafeteria, or inclement weather
necessitates their early entrance. Students are to exit the building by 2:50 p.m. unless they are
under the direct supervision of a staff member.

Academics

Core Courses are made up of math, language arts, science, social studies, health, and
physical education.

Elective Courses are made up of AVID elective, gateway to technology, family and consumer
science, foods, design, guitar, band, choir, orchestra, and media literacy courses, art courses,
technology, robotics, coding, and world cultures.

Teams: Students are teamed for math, science, social studies, health, physical education, and
language arts courses. There are two teams per grade level. Electives, and other non-core
classes are not teamed.

Advisory: The school day includes an Advisory period that is made up of a group of students
and a teacher from their teaching team or grade level. The purpose of Advisory is for students to
have a place to build community through: school connectedness(i.e. connecting with an adult),
relationships, communication, academic support, future planning, and citizenship. Students will
remain with his/her advisory for their entire time at FMS. Advisories will follow a weekly
schedule that will include relationship building, character education, college/career readiness,
and various academic progress monitoring activities.

Academic Seminar: Our block schedule weeks have an Academic Seminar period for all
students. On our even-block days, students will have an 8" period reserved for two additional
academic times that meets their needs. Students, working closely with their advisor and

10
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content teachers, will be able to choose to work in a class they may need more help in, explore
deeper content in an enrichment course, or participate in a community service activity. Each of
these options, and others, will allow students to explore other areas of learning or go back and
master content that was missed. The expectation of Academic Seminar is that each student has
at least one academic session and one enrichment session. Students must attend both
sessions. Attendance will be taken and school attendance policies must be followed. Academic
Seminar is not graded.

Exceptional Educational Services: All students will have the opportunity to be in common
learning environments, regardless of abilities, needs, backgrounds and interests. Every student
is unique with special talents and abilities. Special learning opportunities will be provided for
students, as required to assist them in reaching their potential. Examples include ELL (English
Language Learners), Special Education, accelerated programs, and alternative programs.
Parents are urged to call the middle school office at 507-333-6300 to discuss what programs
may best fit their child's needs.

ACADEMIC COMMUNICATION TOOLS:

The student-led conferences, the goal setting process and the student planner are used as tools
to assist student(s), parents, and teachers in monitoring assignments and academic progress.
All students are encouraged to write assignments in the planner on a daily basis as a step
toward becoming more responsible for their learning. Parent/guardians should monitor the
planner daily and communicate with teachers as needed.

Student-Led Conferences: Faribault Middle School Parent-Teacher Conference format is
changing to Student-Led Conferences (SLCs). During the scheduled conference, students will
lead the conference from start to finish. Students will discuss their areas of strength, areas of
growth and show their family samples of their work in a digital portfolio. Advisory teachers will
host the scheduled conference and provide additional feedback. Families will have the
opportunity to schedule their conference times at our open house night and iPad pick up!
Families will have an opportunity to visit briefly with other teachers during the drop-in times
before or after the scheduled conference.

Grades: Students and parents are asked to set grade goals for each quarter and re-evaluate
them during student-led conferences. In addition, D/F reports two weeks prior to the end of a
quarter and access to the Infinite Campus Portal are available throughout the grading periods.
Teachers are encouraged to update grades weekly. Grades at a minimum are updated every
two weeks. See grade update schedule on the FMS website. The following marking system is
used: A, B, C, D, F, | - Incomplete. A Pass/Fail grade (P/F), meets expectations (ME), or No
Credit (NC) may be given if the teacher, parent and administrator agree to do so.

HONOR ROLL: At the end of each quarter, students who received a grade point average of 3.5
to 4.0 will earn the 'A" honor roll. Students who receive a 3.0 to 3.49 average will earn the 'B'
honor roll.

11
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INFINITE CAMPUS PARENT / STUDENT PORTAL

Infinite Campus portal, accessible from the district website, is a student information system that
provides students and parents online secure access to class schedules, attendance,
assignments, grade information, immunization records, and assessment scores. Only parents
and guardians, including staff with students within the district will be able to view their student’s
information within the Campus Portal. To sign up for portal access contact the FMS office or fill
out the portal request form from our website.

REPORT CARDS

All students and parents may access report cards and mid-quarter reports on the Infinite
Campus Parent Portal. An automatic dialer will notify families each time report cards,
mid-quarter reports, and D/F reports are available. Mid-quarter reports and D/F reports will not
be mailed unless requested. Report cards will be sent home with students in a sealed envelope.
A dialer will go out notifying families they are coming home.

Schedule Changes: Schedule changes require counselor or administrator permission.
Changes will be made for the following reasons: computer error, medical/physical restrictions,
inappropriate placement, and administrator’s discretion.

Schoology Learning Management System

Schoology allows teachers to make resources available to students and parents in a format that
acts like a digital extension of the classroom. Everything about it serves an academic purpose
that is delivered in a safe and secure manner. Parents and students access Schoology using
their own unique username and password. Parent accounts will be automatically linked to each
of their students. Some of the information you will find in Schoology includes: classroom
updates, assignments, calendar, study guides, quizzes/tests and interactive discussions.

Academic Programs

FMS has Advanced Courses in all three grade levels. In sixth grade the offerings are Advanced
Language Arts, Pre-Algebra 6, and Advanced Minnesota Studies. In seventh grade, Advanced
Language Arts, Algebra |, and Advanced American Studies are available. In eighth grade,
Advanced Language Arts, Intermediate Algebra, and Advanced Global Studies are courses
offered. Please refer to the FMS Registration Guide or to the teacher for specific requirements
of the advanced courses.

FMS offers AVID Elective courses for each grade level. Students must apply and be accepted to
be enrolled in AVID.

12
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Reading Intervention is offered for students below grade level in reading. Students are placed in
this course for one quarter. The course replaces one elective for one quarter. Students do not
get to choose this class; it is mandatory if scheduled into it. Please contact the Assistant
Principal with questions or to see the Faribault Middle School Tier 2 Reading Criteria 6-8.

Make-up Work

Homework Requests for lliness:

Homework requests: Please contact the main office if you wish to request homework for your
child. A student will have 2 days for every day they are absent from school to turn in class work.
If a student is provided a homework assignment prior to becoming ill, the student is expected to
have it completed upon return.

Homework Requests for Family Vacations and Extended Leaves:
The expectation is that homework is completed before the absence from school or due the day
the student returns. Other arrangements may be made between the teacher and student.

Homework Requests for In-School Suspension (ISS) and Out-of-School (OSS)
Suspension:

ISS students will have their missed class work/ homework collected from the teachers. These
and any assignments given the previous day are due as if the student were in school. There is
no extra time allotted to turn these assignments in late.

Students given OSS will have their assignments requested through the office. Parent/guardian
will be notified of pick up time and date. Students will have two days following OSS to complete

homework.

School Wide Behavior Guidelines

FOOD AND BEVERAGE USE Food is only allowed in the Cafeteria/Healthy Café except
during Second Chance Breakfast or unless staff permission is given. Candy and food are not to
be consumed in the hallways or classrooms. Infractions pertaining to consumables will be
tracked and consequences issued. Exceptions may occur for supervised classroom functions
such as school breakfast, rewards or celebrations. Vending machines are available to students
after school.

Beverages: The middle school allows students to have clear water bottles, this privilege will be
awarded during the school year as long as the following guidelines are honored:

1. Water bottles must be made of clear, see through plastic. No other liquids may be stored in
these bottles.
2. Water bottles must have “screw” caps only. No bottles with “squirt” tops will be allowed.

13
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All other food and beverages will be confiscated.

FOOD SERVICE Per School Board Policy number 534, there must be a positive balance in the
student's account in order for them to receive a meal - no charging will be allowed. The parent
or guardian with a zero or negative balance will be advised that their child will need to bring
meals/milk from home or bring cash for their meals. In unusual cases, students may be
provided with an alternative meal (PB & J sandwich, fruit & milk) for up to three days.

We encourage everyone to utilize our on-line prepayment option through the Parent Portal.
Free and Reduced Applications are available in the school and food service offices.

Delinquent Meal Account Board Policy No. 534:
http://www.faribault.k12.mn.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?item|d=9585472

Student Use of Cellular Phones, headphones, Digital Imaging Devices and other Personal
Electronic Devices

Cell phones are rarely needed for educational use now that students receive an iPad.
Students may not use cell phones to check the time or to check messages during class. Cell
phones must be silenced and put away when a student enters a classroom.

The school district holds high expectations for student behavior, academic integrity and
responsible use of existing and emerging technologies, such as cellular phones, digital
picture/video cameras and/or phones and other personal electronic devices capable of
capturing and/or transmitting data or images. Students who possess and/or use such devices at
school or school sponsored events shall demonstrate the greatest respect for the educational
environment and the rights and privacy of all individuals within the school community.

As per policy 524, students shall not use any electronic device that in any way disrupts or
detracts from the educational environment. Students will not be allowed to leave class in
response to any electronic devices.

Students shall not photograph or videotape other individuals at school, except for activities
considered to be in the public arena such as sporting events or public performances. Any
violation of this will result in disciplinary actions. Similarity, students that use photos, videos, or
other representations of students on social media sites will be subject to disciplinary actions.

Use of cellular phones or other personal electronic devices is strictly prohibited in locker rooms
and restrooms.

Assuring academic integrity: Students shall not use cellular phones or other electronic
devices in any way that may cause a teacher or staff member to question whether the student
may be cheating on tests or academic work or violating copyright policy.

Use of cellular phones or other personal electronic devices must not violate any other district
policies, including those regarding student privacy, copyright, cheating, plagiarism, civility,
student code of conduct, electronic technologies acceptable use, or harassment. If a violation
occurs involving more than one District policy, consequences for each policy will apply.
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Violations of policy:

A. An employee shall direct the student to turn off the device.

B. The employee may confiscate the device and turn it into the school office where the student

may retrieve it at the end of the school day.
First time offense, turned into office and can get picked up at the end of the day.
Teacher will communicate home. Second offense and thereafter, turned into office and
a parent needs to pick it up at end of day or a conference with the parent, student, and
administrator must take place before the phone is returned to the student..

C. At the principal’s discretion, result in additional disciplinary action.

FMS understands that students do communicate with parents/guardians during the day. Itis
expected that communication takes place during a student’s lunch period and passing times
only. Watching videos, playing games, taking pictures or videos is not allowed during the
passing times. Students are allowed to use their phones during lunch periods for personal use
except for taking pictures or recording videos.

Earbuds should NOT be in unless permission is given by a staff member. Students will be asked
to take earbuds out if seen wearing. Repeated violation of this may result in disciplinary actions.

Technology Acceptable Use Policy Board Policy No. 524:
http://www.faribault.k12.mn.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?item|d=68620041

SALES Students may not sell food, candy, services, or anything else to the student body and
faculty without permission from the administration. All sales will be required to be related to a
school activity.

BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS Parental discretion is advised when allowing students to bring
bicycles and other means of transportation to school. Things to consider are safety factors,
weather conditions, and risk of vandalism, and theft. Students who ride bikes are to park them in
the designated bike racks. We advise that all bikes be locked, as the school cannot be held
liable for theft or damage. Vandalism or missing bikes should be reported immediately to
building administration.

ROLLER BLADES, HOVERBOARDS, ELECTRIC SCOOTERS
Use of these items in school is prohibited. Students who use these items in school will have
these items confiscated. Parent/guardian may be called to pick up confiscated items.

OTHER MOTORIZED VEHICLES Driving of any motorized vehicles is permitted by high school
and ALC students only; not middle school students. No Go-Karts, Golf Carts, or other motorized
vehicles are allowed on school property.

USE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY
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Students are not permitted access to teachers’ or other school personnel’s property including
desks, keys, cabinets, grade books, computers or personal belongings. Unauthorized student
use of these objects will be considered a very serious offense.

Recognition

AWARDS AND HONORS:

Students of the Week/Month: Individual teachers or teams may award a student(s) of the
week/month.

Students of the Quarter: Students who are positive role models, follow our behavior
expectations, and show strong effort in the classroom on a consistent basis are nominated by
teams, departments and/or elective teachers.

Honor Roll: Students who are performing at the A and B levels will be placed on the honor rolls.
American Citizenship Award: The award is meant to recognize students who possess
strength of character, are school or community leaders, promote citizenship, or other similar
characteristics of leadership.

Middle School Activities

STUDENT ACTIVITY NIGHTS/DANCES

During the school year dances or parties (for FMS enrolled students only) will be organized
through the host (i.e. - Student Council, teacher team, extra-curricular team) and Administrative
staff. Social events such as these provide an excellent opportunity for students to positively
interact with each other in an appropriate setting. It has been the history of the middle school to
offer dances for 7th and 8th grade FMS students and Activity Night for 6" grade students.
Students who are absent due to iliness or without prior parent approval the day of a special
event or have been suspended in or out of school may not be allowed to attend. Students who
have ISS, OSS or other on-going disciplinary behaviors may be excluded from activity night per
administrative decision. All school procedures and rules apply to activity night. All activity nights
require parent/guardian permission and payment for admission.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

A middle school activities brochure is available in your school’s main and student services
offices. Further questions should be directed to our Middle School Activities Director, Mr.
Hawkins at bhawkins@faribault.k12.mn.us or to Pam Kucera at pkucera@faribault.k12.mn.us

Eligibility guidelines:

Student's’ first responsibility is the completion of their homework, involvement in co-curricular
activities must be secondary. If students are having behavioral or academic challenges while
participating in sports/clubs, their involvement in these activities may be limited. Students who
are assigned In-School Suspension (ISS) or out-of-school suspension (OSS) are not allowed to
participate in co-curricular activities that day; this includes practices and athletic competitions.
Coaches and advisors may have other rules related to participation for students who are
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assigned after school or lunchroom detention. It is expected that students will be receiving
passing grades, or working with their teachers on grade improvement before participating in any
co-curricular activities.

Attendance:

A student has to be in school by 4th hour in order to be eligible for that day’s practice or contest
due to illness. Excused absences for appointments, funerals, etc must be communicated with
the coaching staff. If a student receives a full day of ISS, OSS, or after school detention, the
student will be ineligible for that day’s practice or contest. Students need to be off school
grounds within 122 hour of the activity (co-curricular/tutoring/etc) ending time. Rides should be
scheduled in advance. Students cannot loiter in or around school grounds.

AFTER SCHOOL OPTIONS: All students are dismissed at 2:43 p.m. Students will need to exit
the building prior to our 2™ bell at 2:50pm Those students riding on the 1% bus route
immediately board their bus and exit campus. Those students waiting for the 2" route may wait
outside (supervision is provided) or work in a teacher’s classroom, or the media center (with
written permission). All students walking home will exit campus immediately after dismissal.
Those students being picked up will wait for their ride at the 17" Street sidewalk.

AFTER-SCHOOL CONDUCT: Student conduct at school and after-school practices or functions
would be the same as that expected during the regular school day. Inappropriate behavior at
after-school activities will result in the same school consequences as if that behavior occurred
during the school day. Student conduct at school also includes behavior on the bus and before
school starts.

STUDENT COUNCIL: The Student Council is an organization through which the students may
express their opinions and participate in the management of school activities. The council tries
to promote leadership and good citizenship among the student body. Council representatives
are elected from the student body by grade level and team. It is the duty of the representatives
to bring to the council's attention complaints and suggestions from their classmates and to
report to their fellow students the actions of the council.

ATHLETICS REGISTRATION & PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS: Families will register
student-athletes online at www.faribault.feepay.com for all school sports teams. Additional
information on the registration process, account creation, and other information can be found on
the district activities website at www.faribaultfalcons.com. The online registration ensures all
students have submitted required eligibility documents, parental consent forms, and medical
history questionnaire.

Additionally, all students must have had an athletic physical examination, administered by a
medical physician within the past three years, on file in the Activities Director's office prior to
participating in any athletic programs. Forms for physician’s offices to fill out can be found on
the Activities website (Inside Activities — Documents and Policies) and turned into the MS
office.
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ACTIVITY TICKETS: Admission to middle school sports activities is usually free. There is an
admission fee for theatre productions. Activity passes are available through the Athletics office.
Fees will be posted on the Faribault School District’'s website.

ACTIVITY FEES

Athletic Fees: $80/season. Please check the Activities Website (Inside Activities — Documents
and Policies) for further clarification on fees and reductions.

If a student is a three sport athlete in a single year, their spring sport fee will be reduced.
Drama Fees: $45 per year

Alcohol-tobacco-drugs-sexual harassment: MS Athletics will abide by the same
chemical/code of conduct violations policy as the High School. For the complete policy, please
visit the Activities website. In general, the policy reads:

1. 1st Violation - Ineligible for 25% of the season

2. 2nd Violation - Ineligible for 50% of the season

3. 3rd Violation - Ineligible for the remainder of middle school. Participation at the HS will

be at the discretion of school administrators at the MS and HS.

Activities Academic Eligibility for MS Students
Every two weeks, the Activities Office will run a grade check for all students participating in
activities for that season. If a student has any failing grade(s), the student will be placed on
academic probation and given one week to raise the grade(s) to a passing level. If the grade is
still failing after one week, the student shall lose eligibility and be denied participation until the
grade(s) is passing. Passing grades must be confirmed in writing by the teacher to the Activities
Office, who will communicate eligibility status to the coaching staff.

Medical exclusions:

When an athlete is unable to participate safely due to a medical issue such as illness or injury,
the athlete may be excused with a note from a parent/guardian for a maximum of two days. Any
medical exclusion longer than two days must be approved with a note from a physician. Also,
reinstatement to practice after being out more than two days must be accompanied by a note
from a physician or approved health care professional.lf a student is too sick or injured to
participate in physical education class, the student is ineligible to practice or play in a contest
that day.

Lunchroom

LUNCHROOM PROCEDURES: Our school offers a variety of nutritional meal choices. Menus
are available on the website and the Faribault Daily News. All student accounts remain prepaid
with deposits made with cash, check or credit card. Faribault Public Schools has contracted with
FeePay to provide the added convenience of using a credit card, with no transaction fees, to
prepay for meals.
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For the 2018-19 school year, lunches will cost $2.60/middle school. A la carte items and prices
can be found on the district's website. Breakfast is available for students for $1.55. No pop or
glass containers are allowed in the cafeteria. It is expected that food and beverages will not be
consumed in any area other than the cafeteria. Free and Reduced-Price Lunch assistance is
available. Applications are available online. Applications must be filled out for each school year
the assistance is needed.

The middle school has a full preparation kitchen offering a main and alternative line. The school
uses the prepaid computer system for meals and ala carte items. Students enter a PIN number
into a keypad and the price of their purchase is deducted from their account. Parents may
restrict the ala carte option and amount spent per day on a student’s account by completing the
“option change” form provided by the kitchen staff. Student purchases may also be monitored
on-line. At the present time we have a closed campus. This means that students are not allowed
to leave our campus during lunch. Therefore, requests to take students out to lunch will be
denied. Students have the opportunity to choose their assigned seat for the quarter.

LUNCHROOM BEHAVIOR

Students need to bus their trays and silverware, wipe their tables with a soapy cloth, place
refuse in garbage containers and recycle appropriate food. Students will be dismissed from the
lunchroom by tables after an inspection of their eating area has taken place. Students who
refuse to comply with the rules may be assigned to a special supervised lunch area, detention
or have their lunch privileges removed. Pop is not allowed in the lunchroom.

Lunchroom/Playground Expectations:

Students will be assigned lunch tables to sit at each quarter. Students can choose their table at
the start of each quarter. Students are expected to follow the cafeteria and outside expectation
matrix. (See matrices at end of handbook).

Lockers

Personal items such as back packs, purses, coats and hats should be stored in the locker
throughout the day. Lockers are the property of the school district and are issued to students at
the beginning of the school year. Pursuant to MN State statute, school lockers are the property
of the school district and may be searched at any time, without notice, without student consent,
and without a search warrant. The personal possessions of students within a school locker may
be searched only when school officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover
evidence of a violation of law or school rules. As soon as practicable after the search of a
student’s personal possessions, the school officials must provide notice of the search to
students whose lockers were searched unless disclosure would impede an ongoing
investigation by police or school officials. Locks will be issued by the office for coat/book
lockers. Locks will be issued by PE teachers for PE lockers. Students will be required to pay
for lost locks. No personal locks are allowed. Each student is responsible for keeping their
assigned locker clean, both inside and outside. Students will be charged for damages caused to
their locker. Any locker malfunction should be reported to the office. Students are cautioned not
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to keep money or other valuables in their lockers. lllegal items and items belonging to the school
or another person may be seized. Students are not allowed to share lockers and are liable
for damage or illegal substances that are found inside their locker. Students wishing to
change locks may be assessed a fee.

SEARCH OF STUDENT LOCKERS, DESKS, PERSONAL POSSESSIONS, AND STUDENT’S
PERSON Policy No. 502

. PURPOSE The purpose of this policy is to provide for a safe and healthful educational
environment by enforcing the school district’s policies against contraband.

Il. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Lockers and Personal Possessions Within a Locker Pursuant to Minnesota statutes, school
lockers are the property of the school district. At no time does the school district relinquish its
exclusive control of lockers provided for the convenience of students. Inspection of the interior
of lockers may be conducted by school officials for any reason at any time, without notice,
without student consent, and without a search warrant. The personal possessions of students
within a school locker may be searched only when school officials have a reasonable suspicion
that the search will uncover evidence of a violation of law or school rules. As soon as
practicable after the search of a student’s personal possessions, the school officials must
provide notice of the search to students whose lockers were searched unless disclosure would
impede an ongoing investigation by police or school officials.

C. Personal Possessions and Student’s Person

The personal possessions of students and/or a student’s person may be searched when school
officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law or school
rules. The search will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness. 502-2 D. It shall be a
violation of this policy for students to use lockers and desks for unauthorized purposes or to
store contraband. It shall be a violation for students to carry contraband on their person or in
their personal possessions.

lll. DEFINITIONS

A. “Contraband” means any unauthorized item possession of which is prohibited by school
district policy and/or law. It includes but is not limited to weapons and “look-alikes,” alcoholic
beverages, controlled substances and “look-alikes,” overdue books and other materials
belonging to the school district, and stolen property.

B. “Personal possessions” includes but is not limited to purses, backpacks, bookbags,
packages, and clothing.

C. “Reasonable suspicion” means that a school official has grounds to believe that the search
will result in evidence of a violation of school district policy, rules, and/or law. Reasonable
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suspicion may be based on a school official’'s personal observation, a report from a student,
parent or staff member, a student’s suspicious behavior, a student’s age and past history or
record of conduct both in and out of the school context, or other reliable sources of information.
D. “Reasonable scope” means that the scope and/or intrusiveness of the search is reasonably
related to the objectives of the search. Factors to consider in determining what is reasonable
include the seriousness of the suspected infraction, the reliability of the information, the
necessity of acting without delay, the existence of exigent circumstances necessitating an
immediate search and further investigation (e.g. to prevent violence, serious and immediate risk
of harm or destruction of evidence), and the age of the student.

IV. PROCEDURES

A. School officials may inspect the interiors of lockers and desks for any reason at any time,
without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.

B. School officials may inspect the personal possessions of a student and/or a student’s person
based on a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law or school rules.
A search of personal possessions of a student and/or a student’s person will be reasonable in
its scope and intrusiveness.

C. As soon as practicable after a search of personal possessions within a locker pursuant to this
policy, the school officials must provide notice of the search to students whose possessions
were searched unless disclosure would impede an ongoing investigation by police or school
officials.

D. Whenever feasible, a search of a person shall be conducted in private by a school official of
the same sex. A second school official of the same sex shall be present as an observer during
the search of a person whenever feasible. 502-3

E. A strip search is a search involving the removal of coverings or clothing from private areas.
Mass strip searches, or body cavity searches, are prohibited. Strip searches will be conducted
only in circumstances involving imminent danger. If further search is needed, the location of the
search will be determined by law enforcement personnel.

F. A school official conducting any other search may determine when it is appropriate to have a
second official present as an observer.

G. A copy of this policy will be printed in the student handbook or disseminated in any other way
which school officials deem appropriate. The school district shall provide a copy of this policy to
a student when the student is given use of a locker.

Please see school board policy 502 for complete policy.
http://www.faribault.k12.mn.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemld=3670208

DOG SEARCH There may be unannounced dog searches conducted within FMS throughout
the school year. These searches may include the search dogs checking classrooms, locker
rooms, and lockers.

Anonymous Reporting System: https://tinyurl.com/yayw2g4u
In an ongoing effort to maintain a safe and drug-free learning environment for students, FMS
has an Anonymous Online Reporting System. The purpose of the Online Reporting System is to
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provide students and parents with a simple and anonymous way to report unsafe situations. The
Online Reporting System makes it possible for students and parents to report weapons, threats
of violence, bullying, gangs, sexual harassment, threat of suicide, drugs and any other activity
that could potentially endanger students, staff or property.Students can still share any concerns
they might have with school staff. The Online Reporting System is one more option students
and parents have to help keep schools safe and it's completely confidential. Students at FMS
will have the reporting system on their iPad home screen. The link is on the FMS website under
Counseling.

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS & PARENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS / DELIVERING MESSAGES Unless the telephone message to a student
is an emergency, classes will not be interrupted. Normally, phone calls for students will be
handled between classes, during lunch time, or at the end of the day. Announcements that
include items of interest and importance to most students are displayed on the monitors in the
hallways. At the end of the day, more specific announcements are read over the intercom.

FLOWERS, BALLOONS, AND SIGNS Gifts such as flowers and balloons for students will be
given to students only after school. This is designed to keep class interruptions to a minimum.
All signs, posters, and other notices posted in the school buildings or on the school grounds
shall first be approved for posting by the Principal's office personnel.

FRAGRANCE Those who wear excessive scented after-shave, body sprays, lotions, hair
spray, colognes and perfumes may be asked to leave the classroom or area. If the scent can
be removed, they may return to the classroom or area.

iPads (non-school issued) Students are not allowed to bring to school iPads other than those
issued by the school.

LOST AND FOUND ARTICLES The lost and found areas are located near the principal's
office and locker rooms. Often, students believe something has been stolen that has merely
been misplaced. Throughout the year, lost and found items will be given to charitable
organizations. Please write your name on all clothing or belongings so ownership can be
verified.

PARENT CONTACT INFO Students who change addresses, telephone numbers, or emails
during the year should report such changes to the office immediately. If parent contract
information is not current, emergency contacts will be used.

PHOTOS/VIDEO Any video or still pictures taken on campus without the consent of the
participant, is prohibited.

PREPAREDNESS FOR CLASS Students are expected to come to class with the proper tools
for that class such as his/ her charged iPad, pencil, paper, homework, books, physical
education required clothes, instruments, sewing equipment, etc. Only under special
circumstances will students be allowed to go to lockers during class time. (See tardy
consequences at FMS under Attendance.)
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SCHOOL PROPERTY Students who lose or damage textbooks will be required to reimburse
the Middle School for replacement costs. If a payment for a lost book is made, and the book
eventually found, the student will be reimbursed.

TECHNOLOGY ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY Use of the Faribault School District Technology
Network and Internet Access is a privilege. Expectations for the use of technology strict
adherence to the guidelines outlined in the Faribault Public Schools Technology Acceptable Use
Policy. Please see District section in this handbook. A copy of our Technology Acceptable Use
Policy (Board Policy 524) is available on our district website at www.faribault.k12.mn.us.

GUESTS As a general practice, no student guests are allowed at the middle school.
Exceptions may include: potential transfer students or class presenters. Please contact your
school administrator, at minimum, one week in advance of request.

MONEY Students are discouraged from bringing more money than what they need to spend at
school each day.

PROPERTY/VALUABLES Any loss of property should be reported immediately to a staff
member. However, if you have brought valuable items to school, students run the risk of having
them taken. It is difficult to investigate, and the school does not guarantee finding these lost or
stolen items. It is suggested to leave personal items at home.

WITHDRAWALS FROM SCHOOL When students transfer from Faribault Middle School, they
must bring a note from their parents or guardians one day before leaving. Students will be given
a checkout slip and all instructors must sign it. All Change obligations must be taken care of
before a student can check out.

GUEST TEACHERS Guest teachers are important to the success at Faribault Middle School.
They provide the school a tremendous service by taking the place of teachers who are absent
due to iliness and staff development. They deserve the same respect given the regular
classroom teacher. It is everyone’s responsibility to welcome them to our school and to help
them feel positive and respected while working in our school and district. Any student
misconduct toward guest teachers will result in appropriate consequences.

MEDIA CENTER The Middle School Media Center uses a computerized circulation and card
catalog system. Resources include books, magazines and newspapers, networked computers
with Internet access, electronic encyclopedias, magazine and newspaper databases, a scanner,
a full range of media presentation and production equipment (including video cameras, digital
cameras, slide projectors, CD players, and tape recorders), videotapes, and advanced video
editing equipment. The goal of the program is to promote independence in the learning
process, to provide knowledge and skills in the use of information, and to encourage problem
solving, creative thinking and lifelong learning. We hope to provide a pleasant and enjoyable
environment for students to read, to learn and to practice information skills. Students are
welcome to use the media center at any time with a signed pass from a teacher. Students must
sign in at the front desk when they arrive and sign out at the front desk when they leave.
Students who are disrupting other students will be asked to leave. Each student may have two
items checked out at one time. The checkout period is 21 days
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DISTRICT POLICIES

Student Daily Attendance Policy No. 503

Regular school attendance is directly related to success in academic work and benefits students
socially. The school board recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be shared
by the student, parent or guardian, teacher and administrators.In accordance with the
Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law, the students of the school district are REQUIRED to
attend all assigned classes and/or study halls every day school is in session, unless the student
has been excused by the school board. Parents are asked to call the school attendance line if a
child will be absent from school for any reason.

Student Responsibility: It is the student’s right to be in school. It is also the student’s
responsibility to attend all assigned classes and study halls every day that school is in session
and to be aware of and follow the correct procedures when absent from an assigned class or
study hall. Finally, it is the student’s responsibility to request any missed assignments due to an
absence.

Parent/Guardian Responsibility: It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to
ensure the student is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a student absence,
and to work cooperatively with the school and the student to solve any attendance problems
that may arise.

Teacher Responsibility: It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to
maintain accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study hall. It is also the
teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing attendance and to apply
these procedures uniformly. It is also the teacher’s responsibility to provide any student who has
been absent with any missed assignments upon request. Finally, it is the teacher’s responsibility
to work cooperatively with the student’s parent or guardian and the student to solve any
attendance problems that may arise.

Parent/guardians are required to call the school attendance line by 7:50 A.M. on days their child
will be absent. Absences/tardies will only be excused if a parent/guardian has telephoned
school or the student presents a written excuse signed by the parent/guardian; noting the
duration of absence and the reason. The school reserves the right to determine if the absence is
excused or unexcused.

Absences that are considered excused include, but are not limited to the following:
School-sponsored curricular and co-curricular activities; Official religious holidays; Death of an

immediate family member (parent, step-parent, guardian, sibling, grandparent); Unique or
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